Essay prompt

"Describe a challenge you have faced and how you overcame it. How has this

experience shaped your personal growth and future goals?"

Response

As | stepped off the plane in rural Ghana, the oppressive heat and unfamiliar surroundings
overwhelmed me. | had traveled thousands of miles to volunteer at a local school,
teaching English and math to underprivileged children. Little did | know, that this
experience would test my resilience and forever change my perspective on education and

global inequality.

On my first day at the school, | was shocked by the lack of resources. The classrooms
were cramped and dilapidated, with crumbling walls and no electricity. Many students
needed more basic supplies like pencils and notebooks. As | struggled to communicate
with the children, who spoke limited English, | realized the magnitude of the challenge

before me.

Despite the language barrier and resource limitations, | was determined to make a
difference. | spent hours creating visual aids and interactive lessons to engage the
students. Slowly but surely, their eyes lit up with understanding, and their eagerness to

learn grew. One particular student, Kofi, stood out to me.

He had a keen mind for mathematics but lacked confidence in his abilities. | worked with
him one-on-one, patiently explaining concepts and encouraging his progress. As Kofi's
skills improved, so did his self-esteem. His transformation was a testament to the power

of education and individualized support.

My time in Ghana taught me the importance of adaptability, creativity, and perseverance

in the face of adversity. It also opened my eyes to the stark inequalities in access to



education worldwide. This experience fueled my passion for social justice and solidified

my commitment to making quality education accessible to all.

As | pursue my degree in education, | carry the lessons | learned in Ghana with me. |
aspire to become a teacher who not only imparts knowledge but also nurtures students'
confidence and potential. | plan to continue volunteering in underserved communities and
advocating for educational equity on a global scale. The challenges | faced in Ghana have
shaped my personal growth and strengthened my resolve to be an agent of change in the

world.



